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2018 Great Mangrove 
Cleanup, St. Thomas



2019 Great Mangrove 
Cleanup, St. Thomas



Efforts Add Up!
Since 2018, 406 volunteers aged 4-77 
have removed 5.4 tons of marine debris!





Goals
01
Investigate current and historic U.S. 
Virgin Islands mangrove distribution, 
loss, and recovery.

02
Grow U.S. Virgin Islands mangrove 
restoration opportunities. 

03
Share U.S. Virgin Islands mangrove 
research with stakeholders and 
provide new opportunities for 
partnerships.

RED MANGROVES, Rhizophora mangle

BLACK MANGROVES, 
Avicennia germinans

WHITE MANGROVES, 
Laguncularia racemosa



Year 1 Highlights
TRAINING & LEARNING



Year 1 Highlights
CONSTRUCTION OF THE LAND-BASED NURSERY



Red mangrove flower

White mangrove 
propagules

Year 1 Highlights
PROPAGULE COLLECTION & PHENOLOGY SURVEYS



Year 1 Highlights
NEW IN-TAKE PROTOCOLS DEVELOPED

Red mangrove 
propagules

White 
mangrove 

propagules



Year 1 Highlights
WE’RE GROWING SEEDLINGS!

White mangrove 
seedlings



Year 1 Highlights
WE’RE EXPERIMENTING!



Partners from the 
U.S. Geological 
Survey, St. John

Year 1 Highlights
STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS



01
Grow mangrove 
citizen-science opportunities 
in field-based research and 
land-based nursery 
operations.

02
Draft the mangrove coastal 
atlas. 

03
Provide continued learning 
and training opportunities for 
students and the public. 

Looking 
Ahead
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Connecting? 
Dr. Kristin Wilson Grimes

kristin.wilson@uvi.edu
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allie.durdall@uvi.edu

Dr. Heather Stewart
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