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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office
300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3-122

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96850

In Reply Refer To:
01EPIF00-2017-TA-0197

W. M. Rowley JUNZ2 ww
Major, U.S. Marine Corps

Director, Environmental Compliance and Protection Department

Marine Corps Base Hawai‘i

Box 63002

Kane‘ohe Bay, Hawai‘i 96863-3002

Subject: Final Draft Marine Corps Base Hawai‘i (MCBH) Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan (INRMP) Update (2017- 2021)

Dear Major Rowley:

The Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office has reviewed your Final Draft Marine Corps Base
Hawai‘i (MCBH) Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) Update (2017-
2021) (provided to our office on January 19, 2017) pursuant to the Sikes Act (16 USAC 670a et
seq.). The 2017 INRMP outlines a wide variety of biodiversity and conservation goals for
MCBH.

An INRMP is a planning document intended to ensure military operations and natural resources
conservation are integrated and consistent with stewardship and legal requirements. The role of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is to assist in INRMP development and reviews with military
installation natural resource managers and other stakeholders.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Marine Corps agree that the INRMP will be
programmatic in nature and will be a planning document. For this reason, we anticipate that
consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; 87
Stat. 884), as amended, will be undertaken on a project-specific basis prior to implementation of
proposed projects. It is our understanding the U.S. Marine Corps will consult on their actions
that may affect listed species.

Enclosure ! summarizes the Conservation Objectives identified your MCBH INRMP that we
believe will provide a benefit to federally listed, and native Hawaiian species, and their habitats.
To meet the stated objectives, the INRMP specifies a series of Conservation Actions that will
be undertaken during the operational lifespan of the plan, from 2017-2021. From these actions
certain Conservation Benefits can be expected, which are identified within the enclosure. All
objectives, actions, and benefits will be evaluated by the MCBH and updated on an annual basis.



Major W. M. Rowley 2

Based on our review and coordination, this letter serves to communicate that the Service and
U.S. Marine Corps are in mutual agreement with regard to the MCBH INRMP content,
consistent with paragraph (a)(2) of the Sikes Act.

We commend the exemplary job the MCBH has done to conserve and protect listed resources on
lands and waters under your jurisdiction. You successfully monitor threatened and endangered
species and marine ecosystems, manage wetland ecosystems aiding in the recovery of
endangered waterbirds, work collaboratively with other agencies, and maintain communication
with the Service through development of ongoing plans and restoration efforts.

We appreciate the opportunity to work with you to ensure the INRMP addresses natural resource
issues at MCBH. Please contact Jiny Kim, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, or Kevin Foster, Marine
Biologist, Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office, if you have any questions regarding this letter
(Phone: 808-792-9400). When referring to this project, please include this reference number:
01EPIF00-2017-TA-0197.

Sincerely,

e

Kristi Young
Deputy Field Supervisor —
Programmatic Operations

Enclosure (1)

cc: USFWS Region 1, NMFS - PIRO, Honolulu, Hawaii DOFAW
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