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Perspectives 
  Designed to harness the power of art 

to explore important environmental 
issues, promote awareness and 
understanding, and inspire action.  

  Works to engage artists, scientists, 
researchers and community members 
in a collaboration that fosters an 
exchange of experiences and ideas and 
strengthens personal, professional and 
community ties.  



Artist Collaboration 

Nurture Nature Center is collaborating with 19 
artists to create work that combines art with 
the SOS to bring additional insight and reveal 
relationships or insights not readily seen in the 
datasets.  

Each artist chose a specific dataset to inform 
their art picking from a range of subjects 
including exoplanets, bird migration, 
hurricanes, population density and more.  



Process 
  Introductory Sphere show with hand picked list of SOS 

datasets 

  Artists selected their top 2 choices and received instruction 
and guidance from Art Director 

  Artists met with Science Director and Outreach Educator to 
discuss datasets and questions 

  Three arts-based workshops were held that look at ways to 
communicate science data: writing, data visualization and 
mapping. 

  Artists worked on their creative pieces based on the dataset, 
imagery, and research associated with each topic 

  Artists reviewed their work with the Art and Science 
Directors 

  All pieces were showcased in an exhibit with an opening 
reception showing the performance and spoken work. 



Exoplanets - Tom Maxfield  
    artist and illustrator 

KEPPLER 22-B 
mixed media 

Photo by Yevette Hendler 



Clouds – Karen Maurer  



Clouds - Karen Maurer  
       storyteller and writer 



Mars and Venus - Linda Ganus 
      artist and digital media 



Plate Tectonics –  
Don Wilson 
 

Photo by Yevette Hendler 

Plate Tectonics 
mixed media 

painter 



Bird Migration - Melissa Benzinger McGlynn  
Wool felt sculptor 

Such Great Lengths for Such Small Wings 
wool, metal and wood 



Forests – Ann Burke 
paper artist and writer 



Impact  

– This project is such a wonderful use of the SOS datasets.  The 
performances I saw tonight all used the sphere so well and added to 
my understanding of the information shared and to the personal and 
emotional impact this info has on all of us. 

– Karen Maurer 

– I thoroughly enjoyed our show on last Friday.  I learned many things 
and was so impressed by everyone's thoughtful, heartful presentation.  
I am so happy to be affiliated with Nurture Nature and their talented, 
intelligent, innovative staff.  

– Matt Wolf 

 



Text 

“Science needs the intuition 
and metaphorical power of 
the arts, and the arts need 
the fresh blood of science.” 
—  Edward O. Wilson  
 
(from CONSILIENCE: THE UNITY OF 
KNOWLEDGE [1999])  



www.nurturenaturecenter.org 
ksemmens@nurturenature.org  

Kathryn Alese Semmens 
Science Director 

Nurture Nature Center 
Easton, PA  


	A New Perspective on the Sphere – Using the Power of Art to Explore Science
	Slide Number 2
	Perspectives
	Artist Collaboration
	Process
	Exoplanets - Tom Maxfield �				artist and illustrator
	Clouds – Karen Maurer 
	Clouds - Karen Maurer �    			storyteller and writer
	Mars and Venus - Linda Ganus�						artist and digital media
	Slide Number 10
	Bird Migration - Melissa Benzinger McGlynn 
	Forests – Ann Burke�paper artist and writer
	Impact 
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

