
Nicole LeBoeuf


From: Nicole LeBoeuf


Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 1:22 PM


To: benjamin.friedman@noaa.gov


Subject: Fwd: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: Carl Childs - NOAA Federal <carl.childs@noaa.gov>


Date: September 10, 2019 at 12:55:43 PM EDT


To: _NOS ORR ERD <nos.orr.erd@noaa.gov>, "Dave.Westerholm"


<Dave.Westerholm@noaa.gov>, Nicole Le Boeuf <Nicole.Leboeuf@noaa.gov>


Subject: Fwd: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


All,


I wanted to let you know that in my capacity as chapter president of IFPTE 8A I have just filled


an official allegation of scientific misconduct regarding last weeks events surrounding the


forecasts for hurricane Dorian.


NOAA has a very strong and clear set of policies to protect our scientific integrity, a tradition


which makes me proud to be a NOAA employee. I am confident that these allegations will be


thoroughly and adequately investigated by the NOAA employees charged with implementing


these policies. Please know that I will do everything that I can to defend these principles and


ensure that we can continue to provide the best scientific advice to protect the American


people. Keep up the good work.


Carl


---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Carl Childs - NOAA Federal <carl.childs@noaa.gov>


Date: Tue, Sep 10, 2019 at 11:32 AM


Subject: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


To: _DUS Scientific And Research Misconduct <research.misconduct@noaa.gov>


DearSirorMadam,


Iamwritinginregardtotheseriesofeventsthatoccurredlastweeksurrounding


warningsandadvisoriesfromthefederalgovernmentabouttheapproachofhurricane


Dorian.SeveraloftheseeventsconstitutescientificmisconductunderNOAA'sScientific


IntegrityPolicy(NAO202-735D).


OnthemorningofSept.1,thePresidenttweetedthatAlabama,aswellasFlorida,South
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IntegrityPolicy(NAO202-735D).


OnthemorningofSept.1,thePresidenttweetedthatAlabama,aswellasFlorida,South


Carolina,NorthCarolinaandGeorgia,would“mostlikelybehit(much)harderthan


anticipated.”ThisdidnotagreewiththeNationalHurricaneCenter(MiamiFL)discussion


32,producedat0500EDTonSept1byForecasterPasch,oranylaterdiscussions.


ItisunclearwhatleduptothePresident'smistakenremarks.Hemayhavereceivedan


inadequatebriefingbyrepresentativesoftheagencyorhemayhavedisregardedwhathe


wastold.Regardlessofthereason,thestatementsofthePresidentregardingpotential


hazardsfromDorianinthestateofAlabamawereincorrect.


About20minutesafterthePresident’stweets,theNationalWeatherService’s(NWS)


WeatherForecastOffice(WFO)inBirmingham,Ala.,appearedtostepinonTwittertoclear


uptheconfusionaboutthestorm’seffectsonthestate.


“AlabamawillNOTseeanyimpactsfrom#Dorian.Werepeat,noimpactsfrom


Hurricane#DorianwillbefeltacrossAlabama.Thesystemwillremaintoofareast.”


MisleadingguidancefromanypartoftheFederalgovernmentregardingthreatstothe


publichealthandwelfarearepotentiallydangerousinandofthemselves.Thequick


responseoftheBirminghamWFOwasentirelynecessaryandappropriatetocountera


highprofileincorrectmessageaffectingpublicsafety.Additionally,thisstatementaswell


astheforecastedhurricaneimpactmapsconstituteemergencyofficialcommunications,


coveredbyDepartmentofCommerceDirectiveDAO-209-Section10.Assuch,theymaybe


made“withoutfirstobtainingapproval,solongastheproceduresoftherelevantoperating


unit(ifany)arefollowedandapplicablelawiscompliedwith.”


TheWhiteHousesubsequentlyreleasedanalteredNWSforecastofthehurricanerisk


area(“theSharpiemap”).Itisunclearwhowasresponsibleforthismodification.Ifthis


alterationwasdonebyaNOAAemployeethenthisconstitutesaclearviolationofNAO


202-735Donthegroundsoffalsifyingdata.Itisalsopossiblethatthisalterationofthe


forecasttrajectorycouldconstituteacrimeasacounterfeitforecastunder18U.S.Code§


2074.


OnSeptember6,withnoattributiontoaspecificofficial,NOAApublicrelationsreleased


thefollowingstatement


"FromWednesday,August28,throughMonday,September2,theinformationprovided


byNOAAandtheNationalHurricaneCentertoPresidentTrumpandthewiderpublic


demonstratedthattropical-storm-forcewindsfromHurricaneDoriancouldimpact


Alabama.ThisisclearlydemonstratedinHurricaneAdvisories#15through#41,which


canbeviewedatthefollowinglink(notprovidedhere)."


"TheBirminghamNationalWeatherService’sSundaymorningtweetspokeinabsolute


termsthatwereinconsistentwithprobabilitiesfromthebestforecastproducts


availableatthetime."


NoattemptwasapparentlymadetocontacttheNOAAstaffwhogeneratedtheoriginal


(unmodified)hurricaneforecastbeforethestatementrelease.TheSeptember6statement


https://twitter.com/NWSBirmingham/status/1168179647667814400
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/archive/2019/DORIAN_graphics.php?product=wind_probs_34_F120


wasanintentionalmisrepresentationofscientificfindingsthatdamagesthescientific


standingoftheNWSandtheentireagency.Itcastsunwarranteddoubtonthe


performanceofNWSforecastersandjeopardizespublicfaithinNOAAasanimpartial


communicatorofvitalpublicsafetyinformation.ItisclearthatthestatementfromNOAA


managementservesonlytodeflectcriticismofthesourceofthemisleadinginformationat


theexpenseofNWSemployeeswhosafeguardedthepublicinamannerconsistentwith


thebestscientificinformationavailable.


NAO202-735D:(ScientificIntegrity)Section7.01requiresthatappropriaterulesand


proceduresareinplaceandimplementedtopreservetheintegrityofthescientificprocess


andthedisseminationofitsscientificproductsandinformation,includingproviding


scientiststherighttoreviewandcorrectanyofficialdocument(suchasapressreleaseor


report)thatcitesorreferencestheirscientificwork,toensurethataccuracyhasbeen


maintainedaftertheclearanceandeditingprocess.





ThiswasnotdoneintheSeptember6release.


Section8.01ofthesamedirectivesaysthatScientificandResearchMisconductisdefined


asfabrication,falsification,orplagiarisminproposing,performing,orreviewingscientific


andresearchactivities,orintheproductsorreportingoftheseactivities.Scientificand


ResearchMisconductspecificallyincludes:intentionalcircumventionoftheintegrityofthe


scienceandresearchprocessbyviolationofNOAA'sCodeofEthicsforScienceSupervision


andManagement;andactionsthatcompromisethescientificprocessbyviolatingNOAA's


CodeofScientificConduct.Atminimum,thereistheappearanceofviolationofSection8.01


byNOAAPublicAffairs.


IamthepresidentofthebargainingunitrepresentingthescientistsinNOAA’sEmergency


ResponseDivision(OR&R/NOS)andthismatterisofimmediateanddirectconcerntoout


members.Wearechargedwithprovidingscientificassessmentsofthethreattothepublic


welfareresultingfromnaturaldisasters,oilspillsandhazardousmaterialsreleases.We


cannotbeexpectedtoperformthesecriticalresponsibilitiesinanenvironmentwhereour


ownleadershipwillsecondguessourjudgementbasedontrivialpoliticalconcerns.Ilook


forwardtoyourrapidresponseandtheresultsofyourinvestigationintotheseclear


violationsofourScientificIntegrityPolicy.


Respectfully,


CarlR.Childs,Ph.D


President,ERDChapter


IFPTELocal8A


carl.childs@noaa.gov





--

Carl Childs Ph.D.


NOAA Emergency Response
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