
Craig McLean - NOAA Federal


From: Craig McLean - NOAA Federal


Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 4:47 PM


To: Benjamin Friedman - NOAA Federal


Subject: Re: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


Well done.


On Tue, Sep 10, 2019 at 1:43 PM Benjamin Friedman - NOAA Federal <benjamin.friedman@noaa.gov>


wrote:


FYI


Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: Nicole LeBoeuf <nicole.leboeuf@noaa.gov>


Date: September 10, 2019 at 1:22:20 PM EDT


To: benjamin.friedman@noaa.gov


Subject: Fwd: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: Carl Childs - NOAA Federal <carl.childs@noaa.gov>


Date: September 10, 2019 at 12:55:43 PM EDT


To: _NOS ORR ERD <nos.orr.erd@noaa.gov>, "Dave.Westerholm"


<Dave.Westerholm@noaa.gov>, Nicole Le Boeuf <Nicole.Leboeuf@noaa.gov>


Subject: Fwd: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


All,


I wanted to let you know that in my capacity as chapter president of IFPTE 8A I


have just filled an official allegation of scientific misconduct regarding last weeks


events surrounding the forecasts for hurricane Dorian.


NOAA has a very strong and clear set of policies to protect our scientific integrity,


a tradition which makes me proud to be a NOAA employee. I am confident that


these allegations will be thoroughly and adequately investigated by the NOAA


employees charged with implementing these policies. Please know that I will do


everything that I can to defend these principles and ensure that we can continue


to provide the best scientific advice to protect the American people. Keep up the
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employees charged with implementing these policies. Please know that I will do


everything that I can to defend these principles and ensure that we can continue


to provide the best scientific advice to protect the American people. Keep up the


good work.


Carl


---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Carl Childs - NOAA Federal <carl.childs@noaa.gov>


Date: Tue, Sep 10, 2019 at 11:32 AM


Subject: Allegation of Scientific Misconduct at NOAA


To: _DUS Scientific And Research Misconduct <research.misconduct@noaa.gov>


DearSirorMadam,


Iamwritinginregardtotheseriesofeventsthatoccurredlastweek


surroundingwarningsandadvisoriesfromthefederalgovernmentaboutthe


approachofhurricaneDorian.Severaloftheseeventsconstitutescientific


misconductunderNOAA'sScientificIntegrityPolicy(NAO202-735D).


OnthemorningofSept.1,thePresidenttweetedthatAlabama,aswellas


Florida,SouthCarolina,NorthCarolinaandGeorgia,would“mostlikelybehit


(much)harderthananticipated.”ThisdidnotagreewiththeNational


HurricaneCenter(MiamiFL)discussion32,producedat0500EDTonSept1


byForecasterPasch,oranylaterdiscussions.


ItisunclearwhatleduptothePresident'smistakenremarks.Hemayhave


receivedaninadequatebriefingbyrepresentativesoftheagencyorhemay


havedisregardedwhathewastold.Regardlessofthereason,thestatements


ofthePresidentregardingpotentialhazardsfromDorianinthestateof


Alabamawereincorrect.


About20minutesafterthePresident’stweets,theNationalWeatherService’s


(NWS)WeatherForecastOffice(WFO)inBirmingham,Ala.,appearedtostep


inonTwittertoclearuptheconfusionaboutthestorm’seffectsonthestate.


“AlabamawillNOTseeanyimpactsfrom#Dorian.Werepeat,noimpacts


fromHurricane#DorianwillbefeltacrossAlabama.Thesystemwill


remaintoofareast.”


MisleadingguidancefromanypartoftheFederalgovernmentregarding


threatstothepublichealthandwelfarearepotentiallydangerousinandof


themselves.ThequickresponseoftheBirminghamWFOwasentirely


necessaryandappropriatetocounterahighprofileincorrectmessage


affectingpublicsafety.Additionally,thisstatementaswellastheforecasted


hurricaneimpactmapsconstituteemergencyofficialcommunications,


coveredbyDepartmentofCommerceDirectiveDAO-209-Section10.Assuch,


theymaybemade“withoutfirstobtainingapproval,solongasthe


proceduresoftherelevantoperatingunit(ifany)arefollowedandapplicable
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lawiscompliedwith.”


TheWhiteHousesubsequentlyreleasedanalteredNWSforecastofthe


hurricaneriskarea(“theSharpiemap”).Itisunclearwhowasresponsiblefor


thismodification.IfthisalterationwasdonebyaNOAAemployeethenthis


constitutesaclearviolationofNAO202-735Donthegroundsoffalsifying


data.Itisalsopossiblethatthisalterationoftheforecasttrajectorycould


constituteacrimeasacounterfeitforecastunder18U.S.Code§2074.


OnSeptember6,withnoattributiontoaspecificofficial,NOAApublic


relationsreleasedthefollowingstatement


"FromWednesday,August28,throughMonday,September2,the


informationprovidedbyNOAAandtheNationalHurricaneCenterto


PresidentTrumpandthewiderpublicdemonstratedthattropical-storm-

forcewindsfromHurricaneDoriancouldimpactAlabama.Thisisclearly


demonstratedinHurricaneAdvisories#15through#41,whichcanbe


viewedatthefollowinglink(notprovidedhere)."


"TheBirminghamNationalWeatherService’sSundaymorningtweet


spokeinabsolutetermsthatwereinconsistentwithprobabilitiesfromthe


bestforecastproductsavailableatthetime."


NoattemptwasapparentlymadetocontacttheNOAAstaffwhogenerated


theoriginal(unmodified)hurricaneforecastbeforethestatementrelease.


TheSeptember6statementwasanintentionalmisrepresentationofscientific


findingsthatdamagesthescientificstandingoftheNWSandtheentire


agency.ItcastsunwarranteddoubtontheperformanceofNWSforecasters


andjeopardizespublicfaithinNOAAasanimpartialcommunicatorofvital


publicsafetyinformation.ItisclearthatthestatementfromNOAA


managementservesonlytodeflectcriticismofthesourceofthemisleading


informationattheexpenseofNWSemployeeswhosafeguardedthepublicin


amannerconsistentwiththebestscientificinformationavailable.


NAO202-735D:(ScientificIntegrity)Section7.01requiresthatappropriate


rulesandproceduresareinplaceandimplementedtopreservetheintegrity


ofthescientificprocessandthedisseminationofitsscientificproductsand


information,includingprovidingscientiststherighttoreviewandcorrectany


officialdocument(suchasapressreleaseorreport)thatcitesorreferences


theirscientificwork,toensurethataccuracyhasbeenmaintainedafterthe


clearanceandeditingprocess.





ThiswasnotdoneintheSeptember6release.


Section8.01ofthesamedirectivesaysthatScientificandResearch


Misconductisdefinedasfabrication,falsification,orplagiarisminproposing,


performing,orreviewingscientificandresearchactivities,orintheproducts


orreportingoftheseactivities.ScientificandResearchMisconductspecifically


includes:intentionalcircumventionoftheintegrityofthescienceand


researchprocessbyviolationofNOAA'sCodeofEthicsforScience


SupervisionandManagement;andactionsthatcompromisethescientific


processbyviolatingNOAA'sCodeofScientificConduct.Atminimum,thereis


theappearanceofviolationofSection8.01byNOAAPublicAffairs.


https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/archive/2019/DORIAN_graphics.php?product=wind_probs_34_F120


SupervisionandManagement;andactionsthatcompromisethescientific


processbyviolatingNOAA'sCodeofScientificConduct.Atminimum,thereis


theappearanceofviolationofSection8.01byNOAAPublicAffairs.


Iamthepresidentofthebargainingunitrepresentingthescientistsin


NOAA’sEmergencyResponseDivision(OR&R/NOS)andthismatterisof


immediateanddirectconcerntooutmembers.Wearechargedwith


providingscientificassessmentsofthethreattothepublicwelfareresulting


fromnaturaldisasters,oilspillsandhazardousmaterialsreleases.Wecannot


beexpectedtoperformthesecriticalresponsibilitiesinanenvironment


whereourownleadershipwillsecondguessourjudgementbasedontrivial


politicalconcerns.Ilookforwardtoyourrapidresponseandtheresultsof


yourinvestigationintotheseclearviolationsofourScientificIntegrityPolicy.


Respectfully,


CarlR.Childs,Ph.D


President,ERDChapter


IFPTELocal8A


carl.childs@noaa.gov





--

Carl Childs Ph.D.


NOAA Emergency Response


--

Craig N. McLean

Assistant Administrator

Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD  20910

Office:  301-713-2458
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